In this issue, Hirano et al. addressed a novel hypothesis for the onset of takotsubo syndrome. The authors presented the two-step energy failure hypothesis. The first step is sudden stress increase in cardiac energy demands, following the additional supply from stored triglycerides. The second step is the prolonged stunning of the ventricle due to impaired uptake of energy substrates in the myocardium. They insisted that these steps might be one of the underlying mechanisms to develop this syndrome. To understand this mechanism would be helpful as a future option for the treatment and prevention of takotsubo syndrome.
This image is quite useful to distinguish takotsubo syndrome from acute anterior myocardial infarction in the subacute clinical settings (6) . Not only apical ballooning but also midventricular ballooning, 123 I-BMIPP imaging depicts a wall motion abnormality as a defect (7) . Since the hypothesis of the present study was based on the experimental models, further investigations are required to support their hypothesis as the authors described in the perspective. It remains unclear
